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oriental mode of life, maintaining a harem like any
Eastern sultan. He was, indeed, Stupor Mundi, the
Wonder of the World, the first modern man.
With Germany he had nothing to do until he was
seventeen years old. That unhappy country was
meantime torn by civil war between two rival candi-
dates for the kingship, namely, Philip of Swabia
(brother of the deceased Henry VI) and Otto of
Brunswick (son of Henry the Lion of Saxony, and
grandson of Henry II of England). Pope Innocent IE
intervened emphatically in this conflict. At first he
strongly supported Otto, and rejoiced when (Philip
having been assassinated in 1208) he was generally
recognised as Emperor. Otto's imperial pretensions,
however, soon clashed with Innocent's claims to uni-
versal dominion, and in 1210 Otto joined his uncle,
King John of England, in the ranks of the excom-
municated. Next year, since Otto proved obstinate,
Innocent played his trump card: he brought forward
his young Sicilian ward and secured his election
as 'King of the Romans,5 that is Emperor designate.*
Frederick left Sicily and travelled to Rome, where
he met the great Pope for the first and last time.
Having done homage and taken a number of solemn
vows (all of which he subsequently broke), he left
Rome, well furnished with papal money, and pro-
* Innocent's action in aHying himself with a Hohenstaufen in
Germany has many analogies with Hitler's alliance with the Bol-
sheviks in 1939. It marked a complete abandonment of principle,
and it was a fatal error of policy.
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